
BY ALEX HAWKE 19-2-17 AT SECOND MILE PHNOM PENH CAMBODIA 

Some practical things about 
living well in Cambodia, 
Wonderful, it’s really, really, good for us to be back here and we have been part of second mile 
in 2014/2015, that was a very good time, so thank you for your welcome. I wish we have a 
good time together here and share this morning, there’s something on my heart, that was born 
within me in the last three months. A time of coming to the end of myself, a time of crying out to 
God, in a time of seeking God to a deep layer in my own life.  ok my mind, my heart, my soul 
felt like I was done. I had to stop. Home in the UK became a time like a reset in my life, a deep 
layer of foundations why I was doing what I was doing and a major lesson in that deep and very 
hard time that I walked through. And it was around the Father heart of God, and I was learning 
to rest in His love and learning that’s actually so foundational, so keen for a sustainable life in a 
Christian ministry and for our lives in general. And underneath my life is going to be the love of 
God, beneath and flying out through it and it was a time that the things I had in my head and 
even before I had that place in the UK, even a few weeks ago before that I spoke on the lost 
son and I meant every word I said about the Father heart of God and I walked through. And that 
was for me the hardest time, spiritually and emotionally, that I ever had in my life and I want to 
say I have been to the bottom but I went to the bottom as far as ever have in my life. And 
underneath the bottom are the everlasting arms of God and there are some really, really hard 
times. Crying out, weeping, proper weeping not just little tears, but weeping like in some of the 
psalms you read and I feel like I’ve been in something that David meant and it was hard to the 
Lord and I want to share this morning around the love of God and us being children  of God and 
these are foundational gospel truths and I want to talk ABOUT OR LAY OUT THE LOVE OF God 
for you, for us and see how that impacts on what we do, how we serve. It will be tied on to 
sermons you had in living well. Maybe this will add to that as well and I want to begin by 
reminding you that God loves you and there’s nothing you can do about it, God loves you and 
there’s nothing you can do about it. Let’s have a sense of being under a waterfall of God’s love. I 
am going to read 1John 3:1 where God lavishes his love and, let’s read 

1 John 3:1 How great is the love that Father has lavished on us that we should be called 
children of God and that is what we are. 
John 1:12 said to all who received the seed of Jesus, all that believed in His name He gave the 
right to become children of God, He gave the right to become children of God. So these two 
verses, we are the children of God and God is our Father and earthly fathers , some of our 
earthly fathers have been fantastic and some of our earthly fathers , as some of you have 
personally experienced have been, and to some of us it may be hard as we speak about 
something, as father reminds us not of our heavenly father, but there’s a beautiful verse: 
Hosea 11 it was I who taught Israel to walk, taking them by the hand 

It talks of the Fatherheart of God, it was God taking you by the hand. God who loves you with 
an everlasting love. He is perfectly good. The gospel has taken us into a relationship with the 
father and I love to celebrate our justification, the good news of our freedom from sin, our 
forgiveness and I’ll jump up and down and shout about that forever and ever, and ever. But we 
sometimes forget that that has brought us into a relationship with the Father in whom we can 
rejoice and in whom we can all revelate, and we can have that as a  strength and we can live in 
a relationship with the Father. We sing to glorify God, come to the Father, through Jesus the son 
And in John 14: 6 Jesus says I am the way, the truth and the life, no one comes to the father 
except through me; and that verse does mean you can’t go to heaven without Jesus, it does 
mean that, yes, but you can’t come to the Father except through Me. Come to the Father, know 



the Father and be in a living relationship with the Father who has lavished love on us and this is 
a great love, 1John 3:6, a bondage braking love, a shame shattering love, a sin covering love, 
an unstoppable love for each one of us and as we are getting more and more familiar about 
this,  and these truths are known for many years, and a lot doesn’t move, and it stays in the 
heart and stays in long distance from the head to the heart. Any love is a long journey in our life 
as it will soak through. But that distance from here to here is a very long one and some of these 
things become much more real in our live and I pray this is what the Spirit will do in all our lives 
around this theme today, along from here . Along from here we can experience Gods love today 
and ongoing every day it’s both subjective and objective, feeling it can be experienced in our 
hearts. It can be a beautiful, precious experience but we also have that objective evidence of 
the cross. God has proven His love for you decisively at the cross, He has shown His love for us 
in this while we were still sinners. Christ died for us, He can set us this morning. We have 
known this, we can still be sinners, but we sang: it’s proven on the cross, if you ever doubt that 
someday , up here but also back to the UK, it’s been proven decisively at the cross. His love is 
lavished we read. You know, God is not gruntingly loving you, putting up with us, doing this 
because He has to. It’s lavished, it’s poured out, it’s abundant, it’s unstoppable, it’s the psalm 
we prayed this morning: His abounding love 

Psalm 86, it’s unquenchable love, it’s this picture of a waterfall of love and mercy and grace just 
over us this morning, over your life, refreshing you, revitalizing. It’s cleansing us, that we can sit 
under that refreshing waterfall of God’s love, in a dry land, in the land that we get weary, the 
land of burdens and just to sit in that lavishing love of God, and you remember the story of the 
lost son, the father was standing there, seeing him, standing there and his arms folded: who 
does he think he is, he’s coming back is he, no he ran, embraced him, he was lavishing, he was 
abundant, he was well over the top of what the young son was ever expecting. There was the 
party, there was the robe, the ring, the sandals, my son the father says, my son so that 
everyone could hear, the whole village knew: he is welcome in here. And you, He is welcoming 
you as his son. It’s my son, God loves you because he loves you, not because He has to, He is 
not putting up with us, he really, really loves us. He doesn’t bare a grudge to you, he loves us 
with a lavishing love, and he likes you, God actually, really likes you. He doesn’t like everything 
you have ever done in your life, but He likes you, He likes to be with you, He likes to have time 
with you, He enjoys your company. God enjoys your company. Both of these verses are 
speaking of being children of God. And I want to look at what it means to be children of God,  
J.I. Packer says if you want to judge how much a person understands of Christianity, find out 
how much he makes a fool of being Gods child and having God as his father, and understand 
that Christianity cannot be better than our grasp of adoption .So Adoption and being children of 
God is a key, it’s just so wonderful and we keep teaching and living out of that, we want to live 
out of that here in mission as we serve and kind of live out of that place, that love, cause it 
brings us to a secure identity. 

And some of us, myself included, along the way we have been trying to find our identity in a lot 
of other things , over the years, and we do that in mission as well. “and they call us children of 
God, and that is what we are”, not orphans, an orphan lacks security, and it can be any of us. 
They don’t know if they fit in, they don’t know if they belong. Children of the house know that 
they belong, and  they fit in etcetc. Sometimes, if we can feel this need to impress, or need to 
be noticed, comparison as a fear walking thing, we don’t know what people think as a need for 
approval. I’m afraid of messing up. Sometimes we speak to ourselves, stop messing up, what 
are you doing to get it right. You know some of us, sometimes we are speaking to ourselves 
those kind of negative things, and it doesn’t fit because we are children of God and we 
shouldn’t speak to ourselves like that. We are a performance kind of selves, we know we are 
good about that, or we feel like we are spiritual. God , you owe me things for all I’ve done, look 
at all I’ve done, or we take the fence season, if you are not sure about it, or we read another 
book, we take a lot of pressure into ourselves. Pressure that God never intended us to have. So 



you can be, I’m going to encourage myself going to replace that with the mindset of a son or 
daughter who belongs, having that as a secure identity. Who doesn’t need to impress, doesn’t 
need to perform or compare ourselves with other people. Comparison is the thief of children 
and if that’s something you are stuck in, confess it and ask for help. 

I can rest in His love, I can rest in His love today. Some of us believe in lies about ourselves, and 
the enemy loves to feed those lies, loves to show the other side of the picture, having us beaten 
down in disguise, lies and the enemy is the father of lies. And I encourage to agree with God 
this morning and refresh your thoughts, you are a child of God, reject lies that come, like 
arrows. Doing like the way we should be, but that’s not who we really are. I can do a pretty 
good job in making you think that I got it all together, but the fact was evidently, I cannot have it 
together, and neither can you and it’s oke not to have it all together, and it’s oke, we can 
acknowledge that, in the safety of our family in church as Christians, I can never have it all 
together. That’s Jesus his job. Colossians 1:17 In Him all things hold together, that’s such a 
relief, just let it go, of holding everything all together. Even my identity, my work, my values, my 
set of achievements, my recognition, how many emails am I getting back after my newsletter, 
neither. Resting in the Fathers love. I have Gods affection, I have Gods affection. I don’t need 
any other attention. I have Gods affection. I don’t need men’s attention. 

You are brought into Gods family as His children. Some of us, as we live this kind of life, we get 
quite mobile, we move from place to place, we make this home in this impossible country. Do I 
really fit in in Cambodia, I am not sure, we can feel like we’re caught in between us. We can go 
back too for a visit, and people’s lives have changed and people have moved on, there’s a new 
pastor in our church, it’s like stuff changes all the time, where do we belong? But as Gods 
children we belong, there’s a home for us. We belong in the family of God, there’s a place for us 
at His table, as we had time of communion a bit earlier, we do belong. We do this strange life, 
but we belong because we are Gods children, we can serve from this secure identity, we can 
serve as missionaries in this secure identity. We remind when Jesus was baptized, and a voice 
from heaven speaks, the Father speaks over the son, this is My son with whom I am well p-
leased, before any miracles, before any teaching, before any healing and before the cross, the 
Father speaks to the son: I love you, I am so pleased with you. He speaks to us, to remind us 
don’t point your identity in the stuff you do. The Lord wants you anyway, He loves us already. 
Jesus could serve Him, knowing his identity as the Father’s son. He could get down and wrap a 
towel around his waist and wash his disciples feet because he knew, as it says in John 13 in 
that passage, he knew he was going back to the Father. The Father had said he was the 
Father’s son, so he got down and wrapped the towel and washed the disciples feet, as an act 
of humility, as an act of service. Now we’ve been served by Jesus, haven’t we, at the cross 
especially he has proven it to us. I know I can serve him, because I have a secure identity and 
this is like the heart of serving others , we ourselves are being loved and served and share that 
around, and minister in that way. We can serve in this way, because we can serve from a secure 
identity, we don’t have to fight for those higher places and are loved as we know we’re a child 
of God. We can be honest, we can be vulnerable 

I have studied Romans more, after I was carried through this whole thing full when I was 
running. I was getting so much from the Lord, scribbling things down, verses, as I was here, in 
Hebrew, sharing all those wonderful. But one of the things in my heart is that the pressure is off, 
the pressure is off. It doesn’t mean that we don’t have an issue in our ministry, or that in life 
nothing difficult is going on, but the pressure is off. We don’t have to get it all together and I 
don’t have to keep up a person. I don’t have to keep up my, all those things as what is a good 
missionary, I ought to, I should, and I’m supposed to do this, I should have done this by now. 
Or a missionary is supposed to do this, or a man is this as well. Some of these things are 
invented by myself, where did that come from, or sometimes we got expectations others are 
not putting on us, in church or other things and we don’t have to live under that pressure, cause 



the pressure is off. I just want to say that to you too, the pressure is off and we can be real and 
we can be honest. David is a man after God’s own heart, he did wonderful things for him, but 
the thing is there was a weakness and he was crying out: O Lord, I am poor and needy. There 
was an honesty, a dependency that was in his heart, that he was in need. And Paul wrote in 
Romans: I am perplexed but not in despair. Paul was perplexed, he didn’t know everything, and 
hadn’t it all figured out either and when he wrote all this stuff it was amazing Paul 
Let’s carry on with this today. I want to practice this at second mile. You don’t have to get up, 
here and tell everybody everything. I am not telling you everything, there’s more to this story 
then I am telling. You know, there’s somebody, some people, that we can be really, really 
Take place like, this can be a safe place to people, and it’s ok to not be ok, it’s ok to not be ok. 
And to swim and take a break and to go to somebody helpful, a pastoral, a counselor, someone 
around you to encourage you a. I need it to process. I had stress, high blood pressure, I had a 
bunch of things going on in my life. There was guild and I walked over the edge, looking like I 
had it all together, and I didn’t at all and I needed to process that. So we can be honest and you 
know what happens when you are honest, it creates more honesty and more vulnerability. I had 
sometimes conversations with people, sharing things, you know, a lot of stuff is coming back, 
you know when you struggle with it, just share together. We will have greater teams, be honest. 
Being hones brings honesty you know. So the pressure is off, don’t live under the weight of that 
pressure. We have regrets, I didn’t do better, I don’t make up to this expectation. I made these 
rules for myself, I had supposed to do this. I have to do this, I ought to do this, there’s a weight 
we are not supposed to bare and we need to toss it out. God is not putting pressure on us. 
There’s obedience, assumption, there’s a cost to discipleship but some of our standards are 
wrong, they’ve nothing to do with doing these things for God. Maybe we can see it, we create a 
whole bunch of stuff, and there’s a weight on us and we can’t live free like that. We are children 
of God and God is lavishing His love on us and we are given the right to be children of God so 
we can be released of that pressure. So, I want to encourage us, we have all been making 
mistakes and we are beating ourselves up, why do you act like this, like I can’t seem to do this, 
that decision ruined my life, we don’t have to live with that. 
You know, it’s ok to try stuff and, if it didn’t work out, second to have a go, you failed, you think 
God is really displeased when we have something that didn’t turn out to work and we know, we 
stepped out in faith and we tried, we trusted Him, walking with Him and it turned out to be an 
unsuccessful thing. You have permission to fail, I have permission to fail. I have permission to try 
out something, that didn’t turn out well, and the pressure is off, if that happened to us. I am 
loved by God, I have freedom. I am in the presence of the Father. I can rest in His love, 
whatever is going on, we’ve got grace for ourselves. Just have grace for yourself. I don’t say, do 
whatever you like, just don’t worry about anything. I am not talking like that. Just when there is 
real sin, there is real conviction, for real guild. Yes, when you have real conviction by the Holy 
Spirit and there is real guild and we come before the Lord in repentance. And confess our sin to 
somebody, that’s the right thing to do. We’ve got a whole lot of condemnation on us, that’s not 
from God. Conviction is from the Holy Spirit, and that’s from God and that’s good, you see, and 
God’s purifying something in my heart, and I’m going to pray for forgiveness about that, that’s 
conviction, and that’s good. Condemnation is bad. You know, I think the enemy would love to , 
in our missions life, in our lives here, to have us feeling condemned, have us believing lies and 
accusing us, this is the accuser, what do you do here, what about that sin, and we can feel 
discouraged. 

And there’s a great point from Maarten Luther, the one that made me laugh out now, here is it: 
When satan tells me I am a sinner, he comforts me immensely, since Christ died for sinners 
Yes, when satan tells me I am a sinner, he comforts me immensely, since Christ died for sinners. 
It’s like that is the gospel, that’s why Jesus died. I know I’ve sinned, you don’t have to tell me 
that. I already know that, and Jesus has already dealt with it so I am moving on. That’s huge, 
Christ died for us. Christ died for my sins, He has done it, so every time he is accusing me of a 
certain sin, Jesus has dealt with that, I am moving on 



 I love that, and so if you are feeling guild after all those years about something, Jesus said on 
the cross: it is finished! It’s finished, it is finished, it is a lie, to a sin you repented on, to keep you 
from God. Come to God, you are welcome in His presence, you are accepted. So I said about 
this identity, this secure identity, that the pressure is off. And we can be honest, the pressure is 
off, take off that pressure, no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus and also we 
know we are children of God, we know we are accepted. John 12 say I’ve been given the right 
to become a child of God. I can’t strive to be Gods child, I’ve been given the right to be Gods 
child. John 12 says , I’ve been given the right to become a child of God. I’m not striving for 
acceptance with God, I’m not striving for acceptance with anybody. Jesus has done that work 
that needed to be done. It’s not about how hard I work, it’s already been done, Jesus has 
worked on my behalf and I can accept that, you are accepted in the love of God. In this country, 
in this society, there’s so many that feel rejected. In this country so many feel rejected, so many 
are in a state of shame. What a message, what a hope, what good news that I’m accepted, 
that you can be accepted if you come to Jesus and become a child of God. The lost son again, 
the Father says my son, you belong, it’s a robe that’s wrapped around, that robe that covers his 
stink, that robe covers it all. The forgiveness of God, the ring, that’s the family ring, you belong, 
you are accepted, that ring is a sign of our family, you belong in this family. Sandals are for sons, 
slaves walk barefoot, sons wear sandals, so he must have sandals, he’s accepted. How a son, 
to come back from his journey, how he looked for freedom in all these other places. To come 
back again, this is where I belong all the time. I was lost and here I am in the Father’s house, in 
the Father’s love, loved by the Father, we just read it and accept it. God’s approval does not 
depend on our performance, but on Christ’s perfection, God’s approval does not depend on our 
performance but on Christ’s perfection. Tim Keller said: your best wouldn’t merit acceptance by 
God, and your worst doesn’t jeopardize, you have acceptance with God and you are welcome 
at His table, in the household of the beloved. Because of Jesus, not because of your 
performance and how well you do, the greater is He by whom we are accepted. We have 
access, we have access to this Father. The son is in the home, with access to the Father, he 
has access in the home. When I go to my parents, even though I am now thirty….years old, I 
can go to the fridge, in my parents’ house and open the fridge and eat whatever I like. Cause I 
have access, I have fridge rights, in my parent’s house. That would be weird if other people 
would walk in and go to the fridge like that. It wouldn’t be appropriate at all. But I am a son of 
the house, so I have rights , I can go to the fridge and eat whatever I like. I have access in the 
Father’s house. The lost son is not at the back of the Father’s house but he has access to God’s 
presence.  

Me, not other super people, I have as much right as anyone else, if I believe in Jesus, I’ve been 
given the right to be a child of God, as john 1:12 says. It is not as a kind of glorious saint and I 
just win, I have as much right as anyone else to be loved because of Jesus, you have the right , 
you can approach the throne with confidence. Come with confidence, religion is all this  latter 
sans merit and fear and hoops to jump through. You have access to the heavenly father 
because of Jesus, come with confidence every day. And this is huge for our prayer life, just 
remember, you are a child of God. Come to the Lord, in His presence, worshipping Him in this 
wonderful access that we have. This is why it keeps us going here, and all these things we have 
been talking about, being children of God, this is what carries us on, in a stable live ministry. 
When we know that we are children of God, we can be free from fear. And when my children 
are afraid, where do they go, they come straight to us, they came straight to the father, straight 
to their parents. Being a child of God frees us from fear, and being honest there has been fear  
in my life, and being a child of God can free us from fear. And it says in Romans 8:15: 
For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received a spirit of 
son ship, by whom we cry Abba Father,  
we can cry out every day Abba Father. I think these are the two greatest truths fighting against 
fear: one is that God is almighty, controlling everything, fighting our battles with the Lord 
almighty and second, the other one, that He is my Father and I am His child and He is a good 



Father, and He loves you, and knows you, and He gives good gifts to His children, perfect love 
casts out all fear. This love of the Father, this love towards us as His children. I pray that the Holy 
Spirit will apply all these truths in you today about being Gods child, how the Holy Spirit will 
work in us, being Gods children. Free from fear, knowing that we have access, that we are 
accepted and we have a secure identity, no striving, the pressure is off. Where I want to close 
this with is that when we know that we are a child of God, we are free to serve, we are free to 
love. We’re so grateful for the love we have received, cause we know our hearts, we know our 
thoughts, we know what we’ve done. We know we needed the grace of the gospel on us and 
God has lavished His love on us. He is raining it like a waterfall on us. It’s abundant and with 
that I can go out to serve  those around me. I can freely serve because I am secure in Him. I 
don’t serve out of guild or to impress anybody, or to accomplish something or to get a particular 
good  photograph. I’ve been loved, I know I’ve been loved. Ministry out of overflow, not out of 
striving, and ministry as a privilege out of being loved. And my ministry is an expression of the 
love I have received, it’s just pouring in. I’m grateful for this love that’s been lavished on me and 
now I’m expressing that love that I’ve received as I go around, as I sit with people, as I meet 
with people on street corners, as I work on a project, as I talk to people, as I travel around a 
city. I am just free to serve. Walk in God’s love and just give it away, walk in God’s love and give 
it away and this is a verse that’s been very keen to me, John 4:19, it says we love because God 
first loved us. I’m goanna love those neighbors because God first loved me and it changed my 
live, it changed my heart. The Fathers love releases me to be generous and merciful, gracious 
and forgiving, to be patient with you, patient with my family. Patient with a difficult situation, 
forgiving to a person that really upset me. Because I am so loved I am free to forgive. I can 
forgive, I can be patient like He has been patient with me. And ministry is a privilege, it’s 
overflow, it’s overflow on us, like a waterfall coming down on us. Rivers of living water cause we 
know the Fathers love, we can just rest in the Fathers love, live from these 
I’m living in that Fathers love, resting in the Fathers love. Why won’t we be still and God before 
God ourselves. I don’t know how you guys do things these days, but I am sure you pray for one 
another and receive prayer from members of the leadership team. That would be a really great 
idea. Pray or speak with anyone you are comfortable with. These things will become 
foundational, a relay and  rewinding of things. Being aware of being Gods children. Can we be 
still in the Lords presence and speak to the Lord and rest in His love, not just believe in His love 
but receive His love. Holy Spirit, deep in our hearts that we live from that spirit from freedom, 
thank you for this precious offer, that we don’t have to strive, there’s a welcome for us, we are 
accepted, we belong, thank you Lord


